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In all documents, be they Bulgarian (the Constitution, 1aws, 

regulations, ordinances), European (European Union, Council of 

Europe, European Commission) and international (UN, UNESCO, 



UNICEF) the places where children deprived of parental care, such as, 

orphans and semi-orphans, are raised: foster families, adoptions and 

риЫiс, private, religious or philanthropic institutions. Foster care is 

the best option for vulnerable children. In the foster family they are 

provided with all the necessary care for their development and growth 

as fu11-fledged individuals and loyal citizens of the country. 

Svetoslava Haynova's dissertation is focused on foster care, as a 

major factor in the deinstitutionalization of children at risk in Shumen 

district. 

In terms of structure, the work contains: introduction, three 

chapters, conclusion, contributions, references and appendices, in a 

total volume of 211 pages. 

The introductory part lays out the nature and significance of 

foster care for children at risk nowadays, supported by reference to a 

number of international documents. 

The whole research toolkit has found a рlасе here: the aims and 

objectives, the tasks, the methodology, and the research hypothesis. 

The first chapter is very voluminous, where the peculiarities of 

foster care in 15 countries in Europe, Asia and North America are 

presented in a logical sequence. A historical overview of the 

emergence of the "foster care" movement in its variants in 

Scandinavia, USA, and Southern Europe. 

The second chapter is comprised of a thorough analysis of the 

aspects of foster care in the RepuЫic of Bulgaria — regulations, 



placement of children, placement procedures and, in particular, foster 

care in Shumen district. 

Historically, the emergence of guardianship and adoption, as 

we11 as the taking of "foster children" can be traced. Their social and 

1ega1 essence is analyzed and the specifics of the respective type are 

drawn. 

The way of creating the system of "Foster Care" in Shumen 

district and in the individual municipalities is fu11y analyzed. The 

number of families by municipalities and in total for the district is 

indicated. Various difficulties and unresolved issues are not spared as 

we11. 

The third chapter: The experimental part introduces us to the 

research activities of the doctoral student, the conduct of the 

experiment, the participants, the results obtained and the data analysis. 

The study was conducted among 136 representatives of the 

following groups: candidates for foster families; estaЫished foster 

families; deleted foster families; a social worker. 

The proposed questionnaire estaЫishes the 1eve1 of knowledge 

of the "foster care" process. A1ong with it, the so-called "author's 

questionnaire" with 24 questions was used. The questions are in three 

separate modules, each comprised of six questions focused on the 

search for answers in the field of support, monitoring and information. 

The analysis is consistent and follows the questions in the 

survey. It is saturated with many color graphics, which facilitate the 

perception of the results of the study further. 



In the conclusion of the dissertation, Svetoslava Haynova 

presents a comparative analysis of the positive aspects of the Ang10- 

Saxon model of foster care with the Russian and European schools 

and the Bulgarian practice at the moment. It is stated that the goals 

and objectives set prior to the study have been met. 

Contributions 

As a result of the thorough analysis of the topic of the research, 

Haynova can be attributed eight contributions. They are both 

theoretical and practical in nature and can be used to improve the 

system of "foster care" in Shumen region. 

PuЫications 

The author has three puЫications in the Annuals of Shumen 

University from 2019 and 2020. They deal with different proЫems in 

the field of the dissertation. 

References 

The list of references is divided into Bulgarian sources, foreign 

sources and Internet sites. 

The first part lists 63 sources in Bulgarian — 1aws, regulations, 

rules, monographs, studies, articles and reports at scientific 

conferences held in our country. 

English and Russian sources - 16 sources, sites - 14. 

In the list of references used i find some of the leading Bulgarian 

and foreign scholars working in the field of social care, social 

assistance, and foster care. This gives Svetoslava Haynova the 

opportunity to acquire a comprehensive view of the analysed problem, 



to increase her competencies and erudition. In this way, she has 

reached the state of readiness to produce the dissertation. 

The citations and references of individual authors are correct. I 

do not find evidence of plagiarism. 

Summary of the dissertation 

It contains all the necessary elements required for a thesis of this 

kind and closely follows the structure of the dissertation. 

The summary of the thesis is 27 pages 1ong. It reflects the 

puЫications and contributions formulated by the author. 

CONCLUSION 

The dissertation is Svetoslava Haynova's own scientific and 

applied research, with clearly formulated goals and objectives. The 

methodology used has been tested and is proven effective. The range 

of respondents, in my opinion, is quite sufficient to prove the 

hypothesis. 

From the analysis of the results of the research a number of 

conclusions have been formulated for the theory and practice, which 

outline the proЫems, both solved and not, that face the foster care in 

Shumen region. The statement that this form of upbringing, care and 

raising of children is deeply humane, productive and hides great 

opportunities for the system of "Social Care" in Bulgaria is proved 

beyond doubt. 



Due to the above, the analysis of the research data and the results 

obtained, I a11ow myself to express my positive opinion of the 

dissertation of Svetoslava Haynova. 

I propose to the members of the Respected Scientific Jury at 

Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen to award Svetoslava 

Haynova the educational and scientific degree of Doctor in the field of 

higlher education: 1. Pedagogical sciences, Professional field: 1.2. 

Pedagogy, under the doctoral program "Social pedagogv" 
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